
 

 

 

CHANGE  

 

“When the winds of change blow, some people build walls and others build windmills”  

Chinese Proverb 

A warm welcome back to school after the summer break. I am delighted to report that the 

children and staff have settled quickly into routines and are going about their daily business 

with purpose and vigour. There is a fantastic atmosphere around the place and it is truly 

wonderful to have Wellow House filled with the sound of excited voices once again.  This 

morning I received an email (I will keep the author anonymous) and it read “The school 

certainly has a buzz about it that it hasn’t had for a long time!” That single sentence will 

ensure that I have a smile on my face all day! 

It is no secret that Wellow faced an uncertain future at the end of last term, however I am 

pleased to report that the future once again looks bright and rosy and I look forward to 

steering the ship into calmer waters. Change is not always easy and the start of our 

academic week began with my assembly, simply titled ‘Change’. It is hard not to see the 

physical changes that have happened over the summer holidays, including a repositioned 

open plan office, the Heads study moved to a more accessible location on the ground floor, 

a stunning Year 4 classroom in place of the Sitting Room, refurbished boys changing 

room, relocation of the Geography room, revamped music studio with practise rooms and 

a bright new look for Pre Prep. Many more plans are afoot which will improve our already 

fantastic facilities. Other changes at Wellow include the recruitment of not only myself as 

Head but three new members of the team, a wider variety of extra-curricular activities and 

the introduction of Class Dojos.  

The Class Dojo system is already proving popular from Foundation Stage 1 to Year 8; 

creating a positive culture giving instantaneous feedback for many skills, including 

‘Teamwork’, ‘Working Hard’ and ‘Being Respectful’. Negative dojos (minuses) can also 

be given. Moving forwards we will be using this tool to share moments with parents, 

sending photos and videos and also allowing staff and parents to communicate via private 

messaging.  The teachers will be able to share not only individual stories but also whole 

class stories enabling parents to stay connected.  

I will sign off with one last quote; “There is nothing wrong with change, if it is in the right 

direction” (Winston Churchill) and I certainly hope that you all believe that the changes 

you have witnessed to date are moving our fabulous school on a positive course.  

Miss K Lamb 

Headmistress 
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Mr and Mrs O’Kane’s Big ‘Hebridean Way’ Fundraiser 

 

Over the middle fortnight of August, Mr O’Kane, his wife Germaine and their two Jack 

Russells embarked on the 155 miles of the remote Hebridean Way from the isle of Vatersay 

in the south all the way up to Stornoway on Lewis, taking two ferries and four causeways 

as they wild camped their way along the route. 

Three of them completed it, with Mr O’Kane 

(embarrassingly!) having to make the agonising 

decision to miss the last 8 miles on tarmac to allow 

his wife and dogs to complete it in time for their 

transport links while he visited A & E with severe 

blisters. He had had them from Day 4 until the final 

Day 11. 

So far, they have raised around £1500 for Autism 

East Midlands, for whom Germaine works in a 

school in Nottingham. This is typical of Wellovians’ 

efforts to help the wider community, and you may 

remember the cycling exploits of Charlie Hoyle and 

(a few years ago) Felix Leckie in helping local 

charities. 

If you would like to contribute to a very worthy cause, you can read more on justgiving 

(‘Germaine’s Hebridean Way’). Mr O’Kane and his wife would like to thank a number of 

Wellow House parents who have already donated extremely generously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Alex Germany and Esme Brealey, who have been chosen as Head Boy 

and Head of Wellow this year. 

We’d also like to congratulate Emma Germany, who will be the Captain of Hockey, and 

Alex Germany who will be Captain of Rugby. 

Our Heads of House for this year will be Esme Ainsley and Zach Clowes for Normans; 

Emma Germany and Tom Harrop for Tudors; Celia Allen for Saxons; and Isabel Vere-

Laurie and Anton Sheardown for Stuarts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To… 

Izzy Dennett, who will be 8 on 8th September 

Freddie Fretwell, who will be 9 on 11th September 

Grace Janakowski, who will be 5 on 13 th September 

 

 

Above left: Alex Germany 

and Esme Brealey (Year 

8) are our new Head Boy 

and Head Girl 

Above right: Year 4 

pupils are enjoying their 

new classroom! 

Left: Pupils receiving 

their certificates for 

LAMDA and ABRSM 

exams, the Pre Prep Star 

of the Week, and Head 

Boy and Head Girl 

nominations 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a fantastic summer 

we had at Wellow! 

Our summer holiday 

clubs were a great 

success, with trips to 

Markeaton Park, 

Rufford Park, I-Jump, 

bowling, Rushcliffe 

Country Park and a park 

tour of Newark among 

others. We also spent 

time at Wellow, enjoying 

the facilities and being 

creative. 



The Week Ahead… 

 

September 

Wed 5th  Term begins 8.45am  
Tue 11th  Pre-Prep Cheese & Wine 6pm  
Thu 13th  C.E. Talk 6.30pm  

Prep Cheese & Wine 7pm  
Mon 17th  Yr 7 &8 French Trip departs  

U9 Rugby v Orchard School (H) 2.00pm  

U9 Hockey v Orchard School (H) 2.00pm  
Wed 19th  U11 Rugby v St Peter St Paul (A) 2.45pm S17 3LJ  

U11 Hockey v St Peter St Paul (A) 2.45pm S17 3LJ (Abbeydale)  
Fri 21st  Yr 7&8 French Trip returns  

Jeans for Genes Day (?)  

Wellow U11 & U9 Cross  
 

Please note that the date for the end of the school year on the school website is incorrect. Pupils 

break up on Friday, 5th July 2019, not the 12th July as stated. We will update the website as soon 
as possible. 

Afterschool activities commence on Monday, 10 th September. Please return your form to the 

office if you have not already done so. 

 


